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have beaches where the smallest child can
bathe, and wve have surf for the strong
swimmers. We also have rocky cliffs from
which persons may fish. I have much plea-
sure in supporting the motion.

Mr. HOLMNAN: I move--
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

House adjourned at 9.58 P.m.

legislative Council.
Thursday, 149h Septem~ber, 1944.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pus., and read prayers.

QUESTION-VERMfIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Strychnine Supplies.

Hon- G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

In view of the statement by the Acting
M.inister for Agriculture to the York Road
Board, that supplies of strychnine are now
available for the extermination of rabbits
and foxesz, will the Minister concerned an-
nlounce where supplies are to be procured
and in what quantityI

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Strychnine can he obtained by vermin

hoards from either of the wholesale drug-
gists in Perth. Both firms recently re-
civend portion of the 18,576 ozs. which have
been allotted to Western Australia for de-
livery by the end of December, 1944.
Boards who have lodged orders are being
supplied on a pro rata basis. Further sup-
plies ex Melbourne are expected at intervals
until the close of the present year.

BILL-DRIED FRUITS ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.36] in
moving the second reading said; By this
Bill it is proposed to continue the opera-
tions of the Dried Fruits Act for a period
of Iwo years as from the 31st March, 1945.
The subject matter and aims of the prin-
cilitti Act are well-known to members. It
was introduced at a time when the state of
the dried fruits industry was chaotic and
conditions were such that the industry was
threatened With ruin. Under its provisions,
planned marketing under the control of at
Oied Fruits Board replaced the former hap-
hazard system under which Western Aus-
tralian growers, in an endeavour to dispose
of their products, were obliged to sell in
other States at p~rices which, in some in-
stances, were below production costs. The
effect of the operations of the Act has beets
to lpreserve and stabilise the entire industry,
and prices generally have been maintained at
reasonable levels.

The cost to the growers of the Dried
Fruits Board constituted under the provi-
sions of the Act was only £C10,740 for the
iS5-year period 1929-1943, representing an
average charge of only 5s. 5d. per ton. In
recent years the cost to the grower per lb.
has varied from .024d. in 1940 to .035d. in
19413, compared with a maximum statutory
coniiution of .0625d. per lb. The degree
to which the industry has expanded in this
State since the inception of the Act may be
gaged from the following figures: The aver-
age annual production in the first three years
of its operation (1027-1929) was 1,840 tons.
Since 1930 the output has averaged almost
2,700 tons, representing an increase of about
50 per cent. above the quantity produced in
the base-period. The peak was attained in
1939, when the total production of dried
vine fruits exceeded 3,900 tons.

Of the total, output, approximately 80
per cent. is comprised of currants. The ex-
port quota of this commodity last year wa.T
723/, per cent. It will thus ho seen that welt
over half of the total yield of the industry-
represents exportable surplus, The Govern-
mets of Great Britain and Carnda are most
ainxious that full supplies of dried vine
fruits be maintained, and adequate shipping-
space has so far been available. It would
be a Matter for great regret if the future
of an industry such as this were Jeopardised
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by the non-continuance of a measure which
has proved to be outstandingly successful
in its application. It is undoubtedly the
wish of the producers that the benefits con-
ferred upon themselves and upon the in-
dustry generally by orderly marketing should
not be allowed to lapse. In these circum-
stances I commend the Bill to the House, and
trust that members will give it their ap-
proval. I move-

Tflat tic' Bill be now read a second time.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) : This is a
Bill to which- members can give their cor-
dial support. The introduction of the
parent Act some years ago saved the dried
fruits industry from extinction and has
placed it on a successful footing. It took
about three years of continuous fighting to
have the legislation placed on the statute-
book. Even some of those engaged in the
industry opposed it, hut today I do not think
that one producer could be found that is
not strongly in favour of it. In those earlier
day,; we were at the mnercy of the Eastern
States interests who were able to dump their
excess dried fruits on our market ait a price
that growers here could not compete against.
At Ihat stage one could journey along the
Swan Valley and note vineyard after vine-
yard going out of production. Properties
couild he bought for a few pounds. Now it
is a different story. It is difficult to purchase
one because the industry is thriving and is
'ex.ceeding-ly payable-all due to the protec-
tion afforded by the Dried Fruits Act. Dull-
cultics have been experienced and, as mem-
hers are aware, one case was fought right
through to the Privy Council. Notwithstand-
ing the decision in the James ease, the in-
dustry is progressing and I certainly re-
commend the Bill to the House. I regret that
other Acts; have not proved equally suc-
cessful to the advantage of the State itself.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL,-LOCAL AUTHORITIES (RE-
SERVE FIJNDS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MEINISTER [4.45] in
moving the second rending said: The object
,of this Bill is to extend to local boards of

health the; advantages available to municipal
councils and road boards under the provi-
aionls of the Local Authorities (Reserve
Funds) Act. It is proposed further to en-
able the Minister to exercise, under authority
delegated by the Governor, the power con-
ferred by Section 7 of the parent Act to
sign notices spcifying the amounts which
may from time to time be paid by local
authorities into reserve funds. It will he
recalled that the principal Act was intro-
duced in 1942 at the instance of the Local
Government Association to authorise local
governinge bodies during wartime to estab-
lish and maintain, from suirplus revenue,
reserve funds designed to provide monies
for the purpose of carrying out, after the
war, works wvhich cannot be undertaken at
present on account of shortnges of materials
and labour.

By this means it is anticipated that the
raising of monies9 by way of loan for the
execution of a post-war works programme
-will be considerably reduced. In normal
times local authorities are permitted to levy
rates sufficient only to enable them to equate
the revenue of any year to the estimated ex-
penditure for that year. The principal Act
enables the transfer of surpluses to reserve
before the determination of rates, thus en-
suring that the rates are maintained at a
rea-sonable level. Since. the enactment of
the 1942 legislation, 52 road boards and
three municipal councils have established re-
serve funds aggregating £152,000, of which
sum £C113,000 has been invested in war loans.

Representa tions have been made that
health boards should be enabled to create
reserve funds in a similar way, the monies
therein to he utilised on post-war projects.
The Bill, therefore, seeks the necessary auth-
ority for this to be done.

The other proposal in the Bill seeks to
amend Section 7, which provides that the
Governor may limit the amounts of surplus
revenue which a local authority may pay
into its reserve fund. At present the Lieut.-
Governor must personally sign the required
notices specifying these amounts. The
amendment proposes that the Governor
should be given power to delegate to the
Minister the authority to sign. It is pointed
out that the Governor's approval to the
creation of a reserve' fund will still he
necessary under Section 4 of the Act. I
move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through .Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-NORTHAM CEMETERIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seorn Beading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.51] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
relates to certain areas of land comprising
the Northam cemetery, its purpose being
to bring these areas under the control of
one authority. The Northam cemetery comn-
lprises Reserves 9497 and 13238 which have
been dclared a public cemetery under the
Cemeteries Act and arc vested in trustees
appointed uinder that Act; also adjacent free-
hold land held by the Anglican, Roman
Catholic, Methodist and Congregational
Churches; and, in addition, Northam Lot 47,
which is portion of the Roman Catholic
cemetery, and which was surrendered to the
Crown some years ago, to be set aside as
;t emnetery3 reserve. It is proposed to consoli-
date these areas so that they can be pro-
(-laimed a public cemetery under the provi-
sins of the Cemeteries Act, and then be
placed under the control of the Northam
Road Board as a hoard of trustees con-
,stituted under that Act.

The existing Cemetery Board desires to
-relinquish its control over the reserves held
in its name, and the Northam Road Board
is prepared to take over the reserves on
condition that all of the areas I have men-
tioned iare included iii the cemetery. To
achieve this, each of the denominations con-
e6.erned must surrender the freehold, as pro-
vided for by this Bill. All the bodies
interested in the matter have signified
their approval to the consolidation, whilst
the Northam Road Board is agreeable to
the whole procedure. The Bill sets out that
the freehold land at present held by the
four religious bodies shall revest in the
Crown and be added to Reserve 18238-
after which the area will be proclaimed a
public cemetery and placed uinder the con-
trol of the Northern Road Board.

In the event of the Bill being passed,
further action will lie taken under the
Cemeteries Act to place Lot 47, previously

surrendered by the Roman Catholic Church,
and also Reserve 9497, under the control of
the Northam Road Board. That is a brief
explanation of the necessity for this Bill,
and I trust that there wvill be no objection
to it. In order that members may be aware
of the areas and their locality, a plan has
been prepared, and this I will lay on the
Table of the House for perusal. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. G. R. WOOD (East) : There
should be no objection to the Bill. What
it proposes is similar to what has been done
in other localities. The secretary of the
Northam Road Board asked me to assist the
passage of this measure through Parlia-
ment. The only objection I see to it is that
it proposes to vest the cemnetery land in the
road board, My personal view is that the
Northamn Municipal Council should have
somne such responsibility as exists in other
places. Some yIears ago a similar measure
was passed by Parliament vesting the York
cemaetery in the York Municipality; hut
after a few years the York Road Board
wanted to have some say in regard to it, and
the municipality agreed to this. So the
relevant Act had to be amended. I support
this Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

DILL-MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION).

Second Beading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.57] Ain
moving the second reading said; Members
should be familiar with the provisions
of this Bill. Its purpose is identical with
that; of legislation enacted in the 1941, 1942
and 1943 sessions, namely, the transfer to
Consolidated Revenue of 221 per cent. of the
Metropolitan Traffic Trust Account, which
was previously payable to the Commissioner
of Mlain Roads, with the exception that this
Bill seeks auithority for a continuiance for
three years in lien of one year as in previous
Bills. Approval is now sought for the trans-
fer in respect of each of the three financial
years up to the 30th June, 1947. The period

589



[COUNCIL.]

of operation of the proposed] legislation is
thus concurrent with the unexpired term of
the Federal Aid Roads Agreement. I think
it was generally agreed during the course
of previous debates that legislation on this
subject should not extend beyond the known
term of that agreemient.

It will be recalled that the Commonwealth
Gran ts Commission previously withheld
from this. State substantial sums of
money which would have been payable
had this State's policy in regard to road
finances been more in accord with
that adopted by non-claimant States. To
achieve this, it was necessary to apply
a proportion of motor license revenue to
the paymnent of charges ont loan funds ex-
pendehd ofl roads. Following the passing of
the 1041 Act, the Garants Commission has
not ])cnalw ed this State, ats it had done
before. The Commission stated that amiong,
the factors which influenced its decision wats
the action of the State Government in using
part of the revenue from license fees to
mevet road debt charges, thereby bringing
this State into line with the other States.

State expenditure from loan funds on
roads wvas £3,444,000 to the 30th June, 1043;
and cha-rges on Consolidated Reveine in
connection therewith amounted to £101,300
for the fiscal year 1042-43. The legislation.
of p~reviouls sessions,, *which waPonfined to
licence fees collected in tile mectropolitan
atrepa during the years ended the 30th June,
1942, 1943 and 194-4, resulted directly in
rayments; to Consolidated Revenue o
£30,000, £27,000, and £;29,000, and indirectly,
of more substantial amounts resulting from
the Commission's recommendations, in 1941
and subsequently. An appropriation fromn
Petrol tax funds equivalent to the amount
transferred to Consolidated Revenue by this
Dill n-ill be made to the Commissioner of
Main Roads for the purposes set out in
Section 34 of the Main Roads Act, which
provides for the. improvement, reconstruc-
tion and] maintenance of roads- and bridges,
within the metropolitan truffie area.

Anailysis of the amounts expended on
roads in Westei-n Australia during- the ten
years ended the 310th June, 1940, shows that
91 per cent. of the total expenditure of
£5,406,000 from petrol tax, and 07 per cent.
of the sum of £1,113,000 from Gleneral Loan
Funds, relate to districts outside the metro-
politan traffic area. It will thus be seen

that the country districts of this State have
received that generous treatment in the ex-
penditure of petrol tax allocations which is
due to them Lunder the road scheme, initiated
as it was for the development of Australia
as a whole, allocations being based on the
factors of area and population. 1 believe I
have given members sufficient information to
warrant the passing of this Bill, which, a,
I have mentioned, is identical in its pro-
visions with previous Bills dealing with this,
legislation, except that its termn is three
years instead of one year. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hop. C. F. Baxter, debate,
adjourned.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Scond Rca ding.

THE CMD1' SECRETARY [5.3] im
moving the second reading said: The pur-
pose of this Bill and the subject-matter of
the principal Act, the life of which this
measure seeks to p~rolonig for a further 12
mouths, wre familiar to all miembers., They
are aware, I think, that, arising out of the
drought conditions of 1914, the Govern-
nient found it necessary to provide finance
in order that settlers mnight carry on their
opterations. Authority wats obtained fromi
Parliament to do this by the passing of
the Industries Asis.tance Act of 1915.
That Act has continued since then with few
amendments, and it is again necessary to
bring forward this continuance Bill to
provide the machinery whereby finan-
cial assistance can be granted to settlebrs,
where necessary, and also to protect advanpes
which have already been made. In 19:34,
operations under this Act almiost ceased,
hut drought conditions which occurred dur-
ing 11135, 1936 and subsequent years have
resulted in thme grantiig of furthmer assist-
ance.

For the year ended the 30th June, 194, the
advances amounted to £24,705, whilst time
repayments amounted to £58,709. In the
previous year the amount advanced was
£E56,430, and the repayments amounted to
£1-50,709. Since 1.935, to thme 30th Juyne,
1944, the advances mnade by the Industries;
Assistance Board amounted to £1,322, '622.
rDuring that period the sumn of £30,862 has
h-en written off q-, bad debts. and the
amount of principal and interest still out-
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standing is £44,479. The total accumulated
losises since the Act was passed in 1915
amount to £2,907,546, of which E2,606,683
comprise losses in relation to advances made
tip to the time the present Agricultural
Bank Commissioners took over control in
1935. That amount has, of course, been
written-off. During the year there has been
a reduction in the Dumber of accounts on
the books f romt 672 to 412.

Members are aware that primary pro-
ducers have found it necessary to seek as-
sistance under the Act in order to purchase
their superphosphate and other require-
nients-. In 1941-42, 12,877 tons of super-
phosphate were supplied; in 194-43, 7,983
tons; in 1943-44, 1,381 tons, and this year's
requirements to date are only 373 tons. I
think it will be generally agreed that the
continuance of the Act is justified. It has
enabled many farmers to remain on their
holdings-some of them have achieved con-
siderable, success and financial stability-
wvho otheriise would have experienced
greater difficulty inl carrying onl.

H1on. A. Thomson: Have you any inform-
ation about the money that has been ad-
vaneed for the establishment of second-
arvy industries?7

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no In-
formation on that point at the moment.
The doig of what I have just mentioned
has been of gr eat benefit to thie farmners
and the State generally. I hope, therefore,
the House will agree to the passing of the
measure. I move-

That the Bill be nowr read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.9] in
moving the second reading said: This is an-
other continuance Bill. It aims to extend
operations of the Financial Emergency Aet
for a further period of twelve months. The
Act was passed in 1931, was re-enacted in
1934, and partly repealed in the following-
year. Originally it made provision for 22'/2
per ent, reduction in salaries and also for
the control of interest rates. That portion
of the Ad cleating with salaries was re-
pealed in 1935, hut it was deemed necessary
to retain authority to deal with interest,

and for this purpose a continuance Bill has
been brought forward each session for the
approval, of Parliament.

All mortgages existing prior to the 31st
Dcecmber, 1931, are subject to the Act, by
whii.h the interes9t rates are reduced by 22 /
per cent, or to a maximum of five per cent.,
whichever is the greater. It is agreed that
during recent years interest rates have been
generally reduced, but it is felt that statu-
tory protection must still be afforded to
mortgagors who are affected by this legisla-
tion. I trust that there will be no objection
to the Bill, and that Parliament will author-
ise continuance for a further period of
twelve months. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-LIFE ASSURANCE COMPAjiIES
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Beadin9 .

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5411] in
moving the second reading said: By this
Bill it is proposed to simplify the require-
ments of the principal Act in regard to the.
supply of statistical information by life as-
surance omfies to the Registrar of Com-
panies. Prin ted statements in the form set
out in Schedules 1 to 5 of the Act must ho
submitted annually by all life assurance of-
fices. The information set out in these
scedules relates to the accounts and bal-
ance sheets of the companies, and detailed
particulars of the number and value of the
various types of life assurance policies initi-
ated and discontinued aring the year, and
those existing at the end of the year. The
Life Assurance Offices' Association of Aus-
tralia, at whose instance the Bill has been
introduced, considers it desirable, owing to
the depletion of staffs consequent upon the
application of National Service Regulations,
to mzake considerable modifications to official
requirements in relation to life assurance
statistics.

By a resolution carried at the 1942 con-
ference of Australian statisticians, it was
agreed that the requirements of the indi-
vidual States in this regard should be
merged, during wartime, in a uniform re-
turn designed to effect a considerable saving
of labour. It was further agreed that the
collection of -returns in the modified form
aind the tabulation of the details thereon
should be the responsibility of the Common-
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wealth Statistician who would supply to
each State the results of the tabulation, to-
gether with any individual particulars re-
quired by States. The statistical return,
recently adopted, includes almost all the in-
formation called for in the present schedules
of the Act. It is now desired to give the
Governor authority to substitute this inodi-
fled form for those contained in the sche-
dules, that being the purpose of this Bill.

The State Governments concerned are
satisfied that the information so obtained
will meet all their requirements and that
the compilation to be undertaken by the
Commonwealth Statistician will be suffi-
ciently informative to the public. Approval
of the plan has been given by the Govern-
ments of each of the other States with the
exception of New South Wales, which has
no legislati on analogous to the Act in this
State,& Schedules 6, 7 and 8, to which no
amendment is being sought, are those which
in the opinion of the Government Actuary'
afford the real protection to the public since
they prescribe the actuarial methods to be
adopted in the valuation of the liabilities.
The right of the State Government Statis-
tician to call for any statement or return
required uinder the Act, should such action
be deemed necessary, is preserved by a pro-
vision iii the Bill.

The Bill empowers the Governor to auth-
orise and direct, by Order in Council, the
use of the abridged forms whenever there
exists an emergency which, in the opinion of
the Governor, justifies; their substitution.
The Order in Council, in addition to pre-
scribing the form of the abridged statement,
must specify the period during which it
may be us~ed. The State Government Statis-
tican and the Registrar of Companies most
first be satisfied that, the form so prescribed
is sufficient to meet their requirements. It
is provided that every office, when furnish-
ing returns to the Registrar of Companies,
shall deposit with him an additional copy
of each statement for transmission to the
Commonwealth Statistician. In anticipation
of parliamentary approval sonic offices have
already lodged returns in the abridged form,
and it is sought, by a provision in the Bill,
to authorise the acceptance of such returns.
That is the explanation of this small mea-
sure, for which approval is requested. r
move-

That the 'Bil be now read a second timne.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported 'without amendment and the
report adopted.

EILL--PLAliT DISEASES (REGISTRA-
TION FEES) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [3.18]
in moving the second reading said: This
measure seeks to amend the prineipat Act
which authorises the collection of fees used
in combating the fruit-fly. The Act was
passed in 1941. It contains a schedule set-
ting out the fees to he charged for the vary-
ing types of orchards. It is proposed to
increase these fees in order that the neces-
sary finance may he available to dombat the
frujit-fly menace with continued vigour. In
the last few years much has been accom-
plished by the Agricultural Department's
inspectors in enforcing'the adoption of pre-
cautionary methods designed to reduce the
incidence of fruit-fly in the fruitgrowing
areas of this State. Not the least valuable
part of their work has been the supervision
of bac~kyard orchards in the metropolitan
a rea.

Soft fruits, which are the most susceptible,
tire those commonly grown by the house-
holders in this area. The neglect of such
growers in the past to take the steps recom-
mended by the department to keep their
trees free of the pest constituted a very real
danger to the fruit industry. However, the
inspection of such properties, and the con-
sequent destruction of neglected trees at the
order of the inspectors has had a salutary
aind beneficial effect. The department's
publicity programme has also been of great
benefit. If this valuable service is to he con-
tinued it is essential that additional funds
be made available. The department has under
consideration an improved plan to combat
the pest. This plan cannot be implemented
unless further finance is forthcoming for this

purpose. .It is pointed out that, unless an
increase in revenue is provided, the whole
project will be vitiated.

Hion. G. B. Wood: Why do you not get
some money out of the metropolitan people?
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The HONORARY MINISTER;- We get
quite a lot: A large sum is collected from
the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Cornell:- Most of them ought to
be abolished.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think so. The prescribed fees payable under
the 1941 Act and the pro posed amendments
in the Bill are as follows-

Present Fees, Proposed Fees.
(a) Orchards of 4 years Is. 6d. per acre 2s. per nce.

and greater age
'to) Orebards under 4 is, per registra- No alteration.

year of age *tiondo
f.) Nurserli do. do1.
Nd) Orchards ntines-is. Gd. per 100 do.

Pact forniation trees, or

(0 Vineyards growing
grapes solely for
winentaking

Is. Od. per 400)
Vines

Is. e. per acre, 2s per acre,
with a .max

1- wit a mast-
miasri1 of £2 anema of £3.
]as,

Hon. (r. B. Wood: How much more money
will this amcendnicut produce?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I can get
that informiation at a later dlate. The new
rates are those recommended by the Fruit
Fly Advisory Board, of -which ten of the
mnembers are grower representatives from
all parts of the fruit-growing districts. It
is interesting to recall that the fee of 2s.
per acre is the same as that suggested by the
Western Australian Fruitgrowers' Associa-
tion whven the legislation was uinder review
in 1D41. Although this body represented, in
the mnain, growers of apples in districts
hitherto absolutely free from fly infesta-
tion, its members realised that continued
immunity could not be guaranteed. Recognis-
ing the value of control they volunteered to
make a contribution at this rate towards a
servic which, though not at the time of
direct benefit to themselves, was felt to be of
great value to the industry as a whole.

Fees collected for 1942-43 amounted to
£4,114, and for 1943-44, £C4,147. The bal-
ances carried forward from year to year have
shown a substantial decrease from £1,181 in
1940-41, to £E159 in 1943-44. Of this sum, a
large proportion represents registrations for
1944-45 effected prior to the 30th June last.
It is estimated that at the end of this finan-
cial year there will he a deficit of £400 in the
fund. However, this has been covered by a
provision being made in this year's Esti-
mates. The proposed increases will ensblp
the retention of the present staff of the
department and will possibly permit of thw
employment of temporary officers durinz

the period of the year when the greates.
vigilance is required.

The improvement achieved in recent years
in the control of fruit-fly has been consider-
able. Relaxation of present measures would
undoubtedly resuilt in a rapid increase in in-
festation, with possibly disastrous effects on
the State's export trade in fresh fruits.
This I think will he readily aplpreciated by'
all concerned, and I trust that no objectionl
will be raised to the proposals. 1 move-

That thle Bill be flow read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Gi. B. Wood, debate
adjourned.

Tie use adjourned at 5.24 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).

KALGOORLIE-PERTH EXPRESS.

As to Allocation of Sleeping Berths.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) What method is adopted by the
railway booking section at Kalgoorlie, in the
allocation of sleeping berths on the Kalgoor-
lie to P~rth express?

(2) Are any sleeping berths reserved for
passengers joining the express at intermedi-
ate sidings?

(3) How mnany days prior to the depar-
ture of each day's express does advance
booking eommence?

(4) Are telegrams requesting sleeper
bookings, acceptable to Kalgoorlie booking


